








. . Concept of Village development.
Editorial seecececees

Last week, | had an opportunity to meet Shri Chandrakant Dalvi, Ex Commissioner of Pune Division. During
the course of our discussion, he narrated his concept of ideal village development. 1 liked that very much and
therefore | have decided to share it with you.

Togive a base to his plan, he has designed a very novel method. He wants that the people who were basically
the residents of the village and left the village to work elsewhere should come forward to help the development of the
village. His birth place is Nidhal —a small village in Khatav tahasil, District Satara. Nearly 750 people had left this village
towork elsewhere in search of jobs. He organized these 750 people, prepared a directory giving the details of each and
every person (his name, address, place of service, mobile number, email id. etc) He showed me the printed copy of this
directory. All these 750 people readily agreed to assist himinimplementation of his plan.

Secondly, he formed one company by name Strategic Alliance for Transforming villages (SATVA Foundation)
as a tool for this transformation. This company came up in 1983. The same year he joined the State Civil Service. He
was very proud to say that he was next to Shri Anna Hazare in this endeavour. Anna started his activity in the year 1975.
For last 40years he is constantly involved in this work.

Shri Dalvi tries to differentiate between Rural Development and Village Development. A person living in one
village is not interested in the overall rural development. He is more interested in the development of his village.
When he starts reaping the benefits of development, he feels that the development has really taken place. As such, he
started paying more attention to village development. For that he selected his own villagei.e. Nidhal.

Shri Dalvi divides his concept of village development in three stages. Firstly he concentrates on the
infrastructural development. Secondly he wishes to focus on Economic development and thirdly on Human
development. He rightly says that unless the earlier stage is complete, we should not rush to the next stage.
Infrastructural development provides a base to the entire work. Development of roads, provision of electricity and
water are the basic needs of every villager. This infrastructure provides a base to the economic development. If these
basic things are provided, the developer gains the confidence of the villagers and then gets maximum cooperation
from them for further development.

His idea of village development is based on Gandhian concept of village development. Gandhiji wanted the
villagers to migrate back to the village. For that, efforts are necessary to provide employment to these people. As
already explained, nearly 750 villagers had migrated from Nidhal to other places in search of employment. At least
these people should be brought back to the village. As a first step to proceed further, initially, he organized one Gram
Sabha to know what exactly the people in the village wanted to happen. In the meeting, he gave an opportunity to
each and every one to express, young and old, men and women to know their concept of development. And
surprisingly enough, every individual gave his opinion on the idea of development. That is how the road map was
preparedtogoahead.

Generally workers working in rural areas get exhausted after completing the work of one village. But that is
not the case of Shri Dalvi and his team working in SATVA foundation. Till now the team has undertaken the work of 30
villages — 16 in Nasik District, 10 in Solapur District and 4 in Satara District. Some members of the team leave the work
in between due to their personal difficulties but equal number joins the team with new vigour.

What Shri Dalvi expects from his followers is that everybody should decide what he can give out of Tana,
Mana and Dhana tothe work. If he can give all the three, so far so good but we cannot expect all the people to give all
the three. Rich people can give Dhana, intellectuals can give Mana but poor people with limited resources can give
their Tana to make the work a grand success.

We outsiders, however, can give a grand applause to Shri Salvi for the nice and dedicated work he is doing for the
upliftment of the rural folk.

Dr.D. G. Deshkar
Editor
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An aerial view shows a dried up fish habitat
experimentation farm at Poyang Lake that stands at
record-low water levels as the region experiences a
drought, outside Nanchang, Jiangxi province, China
on Aug 26, 2022. (Photo: Reuters/Files/Thomas
Peter)

A total of 10 reservoirs in neighbouring Anhui
province have fallen below the "dead pool" level,
meaning they are unable to discharge water
downstream, the local water bureau said earlier
this week.

State weather forecasters said this week
that drought conditions still prevailed in the middle
and lower reaches of the Yangtze, and efforts were
required to seed clouds and divert water from
elsewhere.
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Krem Mawmluh: A storehouse of India’s
drought records

SHILLONG, Sep 20: The Mawmluh Cave, locally
known as Krem Mawmluh, is a geological treasure
field. Inside the cave, rainwater has been slowly
dripping from the ceiling in the same spots for over
1,000 years. With each drop, minerals in the water
accumulate on the floor below, slowly growing into
calcium carbonate towers known as stalagmites.
These stalagmites are more than geological
wonders — like tree rings, their layers record the
region’s rainfall history. They also carry a warning
about the potential for catastrophic multiyear
droughtsinthe future.

These stalagmites have revealed an
accurate chronicle of severe and protracted
droughts in India over the past 1,000 years
coinciding with historical events like the
abandonment of Fatehpur Sikri by the Mughals
(between 1585 and 1610) due to water shortage,
the infamous Chalisa Famine (1783-84) in north
Indiaand the Deccan Famine (1630-32).

The stalagmite records also corroborate
droughts during the Durga Devi Famine of western
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India (1396-1407), at the start of India’s de-
industrialisation after the end of the Mughal era,
the Ming Dynasty (China) drought (1637-1643) and
the Monsoon’s failure in 1877 when the all-India
rainfall level dipped below 30% of the average.

The records of severe and protracted
droughts during periods of weak monsoon lasting
decades stored in natural rock deposits have
exposed the vulnerability of the Indian summer
monsoon, which could periodically “lock” into a
drought-prone mode that might last for decades,
the scientists said.

In contrast, meteorological data of the past
150 years showed only one instance of 10-15%
rainfall shortage that lasted for three consecutive
years (1985-87). Moreover, there are only five
instances of subcontinent-wise monsoon failure, of
which the most severe onewasin 1877.

“This seemingly reassuring but rather
myopic view currently informs the region’s
present-day water resource infrastructure and
contingencies policies, and discounts the
possibility of protracted monsoon failures in the
future,” the researchers cautioned in their study
published in the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences on Monday.

“But historical documentary and proxy
evidence show that Indian summer monsoon’s
drought history in the past millennium was
characterized by sub-decadal to multi-decadal
periods of weaker monsoon that contained
protracted droughts,” the researchers said.

Reconstructing India’s drought history
between 1080 and 1905 by studying oxygen
isotope records in the stalagmites of Krem
Mawmluh, the scientists found chemical evidence
of a 25-year-long drought period in the Mughal era
between 1595 and 1620, which coincided with
Emperor Akbar’s abandonment of Fatehpur Sikri.

The pieces of evidence also support the
Deccan Famine — one of the most devastating
mass mortality events in recorded Indian history;
multi-year droughts in northern India between
1296 and 1316 under the reign of Alauddin Khilji
and 11 drought-related famines in the late 18th
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100 years after compact, Colorado River

nearing crisis point

DENVER : The entensifying crisis facing Colorado
River amounts to what is fundamentally a math
problem.

The 40 million people who depend on the
river to fill up a glass of water at the dinner table or
wash their clothes or grow food across millions of
acres use sigificantlymore wach year than actually
flows through the banks of the Colarado.

In fact, first sliced up 100 years ago in a
document known as the Colorado RiverCompact,
the calculation of who gets what amount of that
water may never have been balanced.

The farmers of the compact and water
leaders since then - have always either known or
had access to the information that the allocations
they were making were more than what the river
could supply, said Anne Castle, a senior fellow at
the Getches - Wilkinson Center at the University of
Colorado Law School.

This is part of a collaborative series on the
Colorado River as the 100th anniversary of the
historic Colorado River Compact approaches. The
Associated Press, The Colorado Sun, The
Albuquerque Journal, The Salt Lake Tribune, The
Arizona Daily Star and the Nevada Independent are
working together to explore the pressures on the
riverin 2022.

During the past two decades, however, the
situation on the Colorado River has become
significantly more unbalanced, more dire.

A drought scientists now believes is the
driest 22 year stretch in the past 1200 years has
gripped the southwestern US, zapping flows in the
river. What’s more, people continue to move to this
part of the country. Arizona, Utah and Nevada all
rank among the top 10 fastest growing states,
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according to US Census data.

While Wyoming and New Mexico aren’t
growing as quickly, residents watch as two key
reservoirs, popular recreation destinations, are
drawn down to prop up Lake Powell. Meanwhile,
southern California’s Inperial Irrigation District uses
more water than Arizona and Nevada combines,
but stresses their essential role providing cattle
feed and winter produce to the nation.

Until recently, water managers and
politicians whose constituents rely on the river
have avoided the most difficult questions about
how to rebalance a system in which demand far
outpaces supply. Instead, water managers have
drained the country’s two largest reservoirs. Lake
Mead and Lake Powell, faster than Mother Nature
refills them.

In 2000, both reservoirs were both 95%
full. Today, Mead and Powell are each about 27%
full, once, healthy savings accounts now
dangerously low.

The reservoirs are now so low that this
summer Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner
Camille Touton testified before the Us Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Committee that
between 2 million and 4 million acre - feet would
need to be cut next year to prevent the system from
reaching, critically low water levels, threatening
reservoir infrastructure and hydro power
production.

The commissioner set an August deadline
for the basin states to come up with options for
potential water cuts. The upper Basin states,
Colorado, Utah, New Mexico and Wyoming
submitted a plan. The lower Basin States,
California, Arizona and Nevada did not submit a
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combined plan.

The bureau threatened unilateral action in
lieu of a basin - wide plan. When the 60 day
deadline arrived, however, it did not announce any
new water cuts. Instead, the bureau announced
that predetermined water cuts for Arizona, Nevada
and Mexico had kicked in and gave the states more
time to come up with a basin - wide agreement.

A week before Touton’s deadline, the
representatives of 14 Native American tribes with
water rights on the river sent the Bureau of
Reclamation a letter expressing concern about
being left out of the negotiating process.

What is being discussed behind closed
doors among the United States and the Basin States
will likely have a direct impact on Basin Tribe’s
water rights and other resources and we expect
and demand that you protect our interests, tribal
representatives wrote.

Being left out of Colorado River talks is not
a new problem for the tribes in the Colorado River
Basin.

The initial compact was negotiated and
signed on November 24, 1922, by seven land -
owning white men, who brokered the deal to
benefit people who looked like them, sais Jennifer
Pitt of the National Audubon Society, who is
working torestore rivers throughout the basin.

They divided the water among themselves
and their constituents without recognizing water
needs for Mexico, the eater needs of Native
American tribes who were living on their midst and
without recognizing the needs of the environment,
Pitt said.

Mexico, through which the tail of the
Colorado meanders before trickling into the Pacific
Ocean secured its supply theough a treaty in 1944.
The treaty granted 1.5 million acre-feet on top of
the original 15 million acre-feet that had already
been divided, 7.5 million each for the Upper and
Lower Basins.

Tribes, however, still don’t have full access
to the Colorado River. Although the compact briefly
noted that tribal rights predate all others, it lacked
specificity, forcing individual tribes to negotiate
settlements or file lawsuits to quantify those rights,
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many of which are still unresolved, It’s important to
recognize the relationship between Native and
non-Native people at that time, said Daryl Vigil,
water administrator for the Jicarilla Apache Nation
in New Mexico.

In 1922, my tribe had subsistence living,
Vigil said. The only way we could survive was
through government rations on a piece of land that
wasn’'t our traditional homeland. That's where we
were at when the foundational law of the river was
created.

Agriculture uses the majority of the water
on the river. around 70-80 % depending on what
organization is making the estimate. When it
comes to the difficult question of how to reduce
water use, farmers and ranchers are often looked
tofirst.

Some pilot programs have focused on
paying farmers to use less water, but unanswered
questions remain about how to transfer the savings
to Lake Powell for storage or how to create a
program in away that would not negatively impact
afarmer’s water rights.

Antiquated state laws mean the amount of
water that a water right gives someone access to
canbe decreased if not fully used.

That’s why the Camblin family ranch in
Craig in northwest Colorado plans to flood irrigate
once a decade, despite recently upgrading to an
expensive water-conserving pivot irrigation
system. Nine years out of 10, they’ll receive
payment from a conservation group in exchange
for leaving the surplus water in the river. But in
Colorado, the state revokes water rights after 10
yearsiftheyaren’tused.

Not only would losing that right mean they
can’t access a backup water supply should their
pivot system fail, but their property’s value would
plummet, Mike Camblin Explained. He runs a
yearling cattle operation with his wife and
daughter, and says an acre of land without water
sell for $1000, about a fifth of what is would sell for
with a water right attached.

There are other ways to improve efficiency,

but money is still often a barrier.
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